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Abgract : Food hoarding for future use is suggesed to be an important adaptive behavior for many animas. Caches are digributed
inwide variety of ways, from highly clunped to highly digersed. The extreme of this ectrum of cached gperdon have been termed
larder hoarding and scatter hoarding. Scatter hoarding means that the caches made by rodents digributed in awidely spaced pattern ,
and that smdl quantities of food items, usudly seeds of different plant gpecies, were gored in each cache. Based on experimenta
and fidd gudies, four hypotheses were proposed to explain why anima ermploy the srategy of scatterhoarding: nor-adaptive hypoth-

eds, lack of gace hypothed s, pilfering avoi dance hypothed s and rapi d sequestering hypothed's. Rodents bendfit from scater hoard-

ing because of the decreased probahility of seedtconsumed by other intra and inter- pecific individuds. The bendfit will favor ro-

dents surviva over the period of food scarcity in winter , and thus facilitate their reproductive success. On the other hand, plart
ecies gain ome advantagesfrom scatter hoarding by rodents: 1) seeds predation by nonhoarding animal swas decreased ; 2) seeds
have been trangported to sfe steswhere are suitadle to germination and 3 the regeneration of plantswill be promoted and the digri-

bution of plantswill goread eventudly. Inthefuture, nore atention shoud be paid on the food hoarding behavior of key eciesin

hibited in different areas and on the factors i rfl uencing food hoarding behavior of rodents. Only those being done, can we understand
better the interaction and mutuaism and co-evol ution between rodents and plant ecies.
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