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The Identification and Academic Value of Gu-Jin-Zi ( ) Material

in Ancient Annotations and Enumerations
LI Yun+u'* WEN Min'’

( 1. Research Center for the Inheritance Dissemination and Education of the Chinese Characters
Cwilization Zhengzhou 450001 China; 2. School of Chinese Language and Literature Zhengzhou
University Zhengzhou 450001 China)

Abstract: The term Gu-Jin-Zi ( ) refers to recording the same lexical item by different characters in
literature of different eras all the Gu-Jin-Zi that annotated and enumerated by the ancients are defined as zhulie
Gu—Jin7i ( ) . There are numerous expression methods of annotating and enumerating Gu—J/in-Zi such
asusing gu () orjin ( ) to indicate the relationship between characters usage except the typical expression
XX guin—=i ( ) . But that doesnt mean all materials that contain gu or jin reflect phenomenon of
characters usage e. g. Gu or jin in the text of documents referring to variation in different versions words
variation or synonyms function change of characters; structural function of the font or the component variation of
component part of character and unilateral gu or jin that couldnt constitute the symmetry relationship. The
collection and identification of Gu—Jin—Zi material in annotations and enumerations is of research value in terms of
academic history Chinese exegetics philology and linguistics.

Key words: philology; linguistics; Gu—Jin-Zi ( ) ; phenomenon of characters usage; academic

history; Chinese exegetics; pragmatics of Chinese characters



