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Investigating the Gatekeeping Criteria of Weibo “Hot Search”:
From A Critical Algorithms Studies Perspective

WANG Xi

Abstract

Algorithmic distribution has become the main distribution mode of online news. And
Weibo “Hot Search” is a typical application of the algorithmic distribution mode in social
media platforms. This article, from the perspective of Critical Algorithm Studies, seeks to
investigate the gatekeeping criteria of Weibo “Hot Search”. Based on the analysis of Weibo’s
annual reports, press releases, patents, official statements as well as 2400 pieces of “Hottest

Searches”, this study identifies a set of four algorithmic values: instantaneousness, popularity,
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user engagement, and correct orientation, which are embedded in the code writing and
design. Therefore, Weibo’s values, assumptions, and biases are moved “upstream”. In order
to construct the discursive legitimization of algorithmic gatekeeping, Weibo uses a series of
tactics to present the generation of “Hot Search” as natural and inevitable, including the real-
time update of the search index, the indication of “people are searching” in the search box, and
the rhetorics of “presentations” and “reflections”.
Keywords

Gatekeeping, algorithmic values, social media, platform, Artificial Intelligence
Author

Wang Xi is a lecturer at the School of Journalism and Communication, Zhengzhou
University. Email: wangxi.fr@zzu.edu.cn.

This article is the preliminary result of “Research on the Algorithm-Driven News
Distribution” (Project Number: 18YJC860031), supported by the Humanity and Social Science
Youth Foundation of Ministry of Education of China.

—. xRSGR: M\BiEsSIERFI%KE
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TEXFEOE ST, AR i AE, TRl — R RIEAS .

R B A5 B O R AT RS FR Y, ST PSS 45 ki kg ol
SR IH EH M kI (CNNIC, 2016) o FF AR (HPEFREETRE Bk
WG ) B, AEENBEHEES L b, FIEHERR N AR o
50% (ZWM, 2016) o SULFIN, Fiko BB 2 7 P Ebk. AR A
AT L AR, 54% M2 i Tl 50k (FREL1% . dha bk,
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RINFES . 7 AFEM TER I aREdREar, P2k,
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Lewin) o SR “H0&7 SN EMBELARER R ML, 2 RaFHEEA
( gatekeeper ) . |19 (gate) . ZE1H (channel ) 58525 (Lewin, 1947) . 19504F,
LR R T - TR (David White ) RHESCABIE 51 #E# H A T4 ( White,
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R G SCHR PR I A SC o R BN G e B A%, 0P e - 457K (Denis
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(1) Btk (datafication ) o BUEAZEFRMEAL - GRS FH0 2 A T7 1
(IR EAT . AER0 R . HIBRAZ ) LN EARIIAE ST (Dijck & Poell,
2013) , BT TV EBUASI AT . FUNAIA AR T

(2) #frft (proceduralization ) o HEEAE “QIR/ 27 2 ( “if/
then” logic) , #XMHUCEE IR AR FILHElE. Frfa i AZ849& (human
constructs ) SRS T HAA ARV EMEIAS R . PEERIHES (DeVito, 2017)

(3) Habk (automation) o RPN EATGILE, AL AT, 5
TERIRT [ 2h 5 i s B AT
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I, A TSR AR TARAR R . “ AP EVEA T 2 32 B PREE AR
B, AR R WA ERA TN (Carlson, 2018) BN T —Fh& T
Mo
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( Gillespie & Seaver, 2016) o NAHNZR (AT QR AN ENS ) . 4141A
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(Baker & Potts, 2013) . &S (Pariser, 2011 ) FEAHIEEN,
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FEEH 0 4 1% 31 24 23 10 6 2 ] 0 0 0
FRFEFMER 3 20 32 18 | 127 14 | 51 | 29 | 16 ] 5 4 3

B1: “EXE” EEENASESH

LA, T PN A ER (IEMCN, 2018) o B ML =]
H], A48 USRS IS (W “#i 2 R YENGHE i T#”  “#FALE
Rt — MRS A AZIOHARRE S ) 1.

SENKI FE, P8 DGR EURIIHE TR, SRR “IAT7 1 RUE &
Wit Ty SR AE TARARHCE, BahtE I Haa o a2 R . wefl— N fERRT
WEINEMATIHE . 25, “Far” INE, W Eae AR Pk
TEWE? AT E AT FATERARIE a2 W O A R oy o RIS 3 ) 2 Ak A
T, AR B T B O — FR B A TR . RIS AR, HTOHE A
AES AT RSO (R RERE, 2018) , ST “PUE” MR
L HRTR . REENLH SR, UGE E AR ROR R BRI Z B S ) —
Bh (Gillespie, 2012) o fEFRW] “HNIT7 WAL E AN X ARl b, <Ak
FIMIARARIREE R, Bt aoe R TFE TR LS TRIAE 2 7 A AN W]k 57 1) & 0
R (PR, 2013/2014: 160) o

BEA, IR AT Wk, RIMEANFALFEE RS NE; TR IR
AIREVRI AT Dk, AR NP KOGHTE, Bk T TP A P 2 1A
MPMNE Z AR, FEWRZ “Gattnibse " (programmed sociality )
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BREE AR AT NB) T APRICR ML 4ER . JBEMA S 1 2 h
( Bucher, 2013) .

EREENE, AN PNE R, M 5EawF SN E L,
TR 78 OCT “EICRIMIATH” WA NIRRT ) s,
PO TR RN BRI RIT T, N TR, e
FUES A . Zam ARG . EIRERE AR . I R SR SRR R LS

VERIRIAERE, AR B ikiafEd Bk, Sl “Skih)” |, ERcER SN 1A
-2

PR — AN SBRERE “HERAT o 2018511 H3H, A T RBLGAT,
T I O T & G T —35 o 113 T e s s, WSl T T AR
Ko SRMTERAIIhE 12 et a1, MiCEO “REZIA)™ Xt
BEARRE, MROCERRE CARRIHRILES S, AT SULBUKER (H
WA R WA A, &g, FHEE) MR RS, bR N
WEK, BIHBEABE, Rz T . 7 MR- R RiEthat, 8
ARAE BRI I BRI ol (6IRE, 2019) .

BETEDA—RIATT WA L Bl i)y SO ARl AT 40 25, RBL T S0E 1AL 1
AR 20, 2B T RAZR, dER e U rp a0 S0 oy 2855, AP
BT 2 VA SN A 20945 Ik S (powerful assertions ) 7 ( Gillespie,
2014) o F FRERIp, BT “FIE S F0OOKE” 1 RE TR AL b Las
GRSV GINE NN =R T 22 PRI N B e e AP = R M2 SR N 8 R A
BE. PR FAREA . BOMATS X (&, 2016) o “HEANUIE" M PTE
AFIHIOTE O P HEE B ah K, ToMHIE, BAEUR R, 7E6
W CRFEE” WOSEE, —8B0 PS5 HEREHE .

(P9) SmiE

S FAE201642 719 H S RHT H B TARRER 2 F i

AR TSN & BT AR B BRI e, SRTIRE
Fl. £ &G RHFE, AT EIRT) . AR LZHF 6 RREZH S
B, @Fl, FRP A, JEEHELRGTFE; BEETEZ e, WAL Aa
EHHLZF8; BAFRRER T, BIRTARELE T8

Yy Hh el SN Dt 2 AR AT AR I TR 22 ORE, N T H
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(8. Ak

TEARHNAR, SRIEMMITFE—TT 0 8 8k B IN T HE, 1
A TASOEAR BN 2k . Bk, N, MEE RIS 5, AITHA
ZEPF SRR, BBUSH PRIET R IR BaE, i EiF it E AL
TN, SAE S SO O E, AR TP RIS X (R A,
2018) o BEMELKMN], F465ER MRS FEE, 1508 T RKErE
(i “BZefeg LA @R AACREE” )« B0k (40 a4l
FEMAT” FLEFBORA g ISRk SR ) L AGEER) (W B TERULT
WRHE T TS dEBuE 12 R ) . BERAE (A 818 PR AR}
AL 7073 BANACK M ) FEREHE RN E . A IERRE . E AL
BIESHE S, BOHIIGIERIS AR, KB T BOARU IS b 3
B (BN, 2017)

SR, S ) A ) Rt ] R oA R B A = (kA
At ) ik BT SR s R R, R R O — AR B
o BFMEFINA R IR T T s moral, —J027 H12H
IR FEH S WRERATE R, B—UORoH3H YIRS B
PR B

B T AR DUANREMEEE R 24N, A SR () e e -
WHAAN T8, SRS = AL, BHEER, ASUEAAS T LN
o (W3R3) W base, DS HBIEs H2sH E28 HIHIA]; —Sedd ik
IRV PAN o SREHHEN, S AE I DN R AT SO,
BAEZE, 8N (MBRKE) FUFERES P MEEME, fTHK

#3: ASEAESHUTH ‘&g’

LA | s T L P
(5%h)
5J1251H H S T4 33656 294 Xt ,%3@\}%] EARR
WTHE

5H27H SRR SRR | 36583 761

5 H28H AR 7003 610

528H IS IR R 7462 282

5281 R R = 18806 249

5H28H MATHS 49104 140
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FOIEIN TR o XA Tt AT, R PR SAERERIHE LT
SRR R, SIS T A,

SRIMT, X —BOR R I EARRF AME To TR DSRS0 E0E PR T
Wy, RS RTREAET “AMUEME" SBif Pl B MAERri B shiiafr .
Witz AT FHIESR . — MRG0 2 65 80 7 I R i—2 H17H I
“UEARIATEIROXFIE A" —— 0% BB “RPEE” om0, i
X PR SR I, 1SS T g R A S U

. iTie55ie

(—) WIS E RN ME

ASCR AV FE RO, A I8 AR T T 5
BRI, Pl P ROSTEE T SR R ORI TR A TR EEERIS A
e ARSI TRIESCT RSB E AT 7 ARk, HAH Rt
7 R BB O R BRI SUE CantRE CRIEI T R, R
BT Bl ) ERAEPRRIROE (0 PSRBT EREIVE” LB A
TN RE SRR AL SAMMEERRROE ) |, HESERR g
BBty T TR ERIE %o

SEM GV T HR, e T eNEM EFIAE, LA BT
i s, sos AR TR HEF AT 28 (Kiechin, 2017) o REHIE V&
BRARHESA M O R bR, SRMART s THIERESE I & SR SE N EA R T
PSR — . JCHORAE S AR I - SOWEIIHR S 1, SR IEFEE RN R
VS BHRNEIER T E . B TR RS A E AR AT R DR Y
(REREEE DL, 2018) Z4h, IRTF-CEOTEME (2018) Fon® “HIEMIIMEMIES
BT, AHKFCEOK—M (2018) tRTEE “RIEFARIH U REN SR
o, XS HRIRE AL BARFADL, ALETPNE, BAALIBRENR,
sz O — 2 B R B TR T RPNz

Anderson (2013) $2H T REEHIHIARI ST SR E 22081 . BUR FIAIRECE
WA, AT BRI . ALE A U - P A A R BoR
FrERLf e Horh, SRR RN NI IR TES, JCHE “AHBCRIVE
G PR IS R T A R o ASRBIFSE ] LAt — 2P R R BT R 06
M EERT R

41



42

ARHATER / EETSE EIR#E5 2020.07

AN, AT R T ANUBIR” R AT AR R R et . RS R
KOTSRS, SINGR A T TR, AR B RS AR TR A st
SR TEELL Um0 R DA TR, il
] T — RGO I8 Ao BRERRTER R BT e, A 4s AU
SN R, MERMER R “REOETE” |« DLK BRI R SRR
Bin, OEARF 51 “SCAmETT” RSORR P R R BVE NS SE
Rt S AT

FRAE AN A A C A Sk, FA SR AL e s U 2
FOCRBET, pthAE (SR R CIBET o CREEAEIRT R RBEET ( “raw
data” is an oxymoron) ( Gitelman, 2013) , V&G4 FHIIREN BT E T2
KRR I 2B . IEANE BRI TR, “BEOURAETEN, FTAAE A
AR RMERAR SR (Williams, 1958: 300) o AN,  “KRFIEAE”
R “RK” FEAEER, B AUE “Bul” BL R —E s, AR 1
HH. Gillespie (2014) FRZh “THHRIIAL”  (calculated publics) , BIAf 1 AEH
WREAE AR (a0 P N SRR KRR A, R R AR R
BRI . BN, HATREAEAE I o ATSCee i £ B R p s T A E
AUETE" P IS S AR R 92,

EAERERE, Ml P8 ETEEE — e R FARE T KRB 40,
TR Z g EaRE (Fln, (AR BAIRY fUS A5 HIHESC (ERPIESE— ity
BB, MEERAARBEEIIFRE) « s A0S IS CHABSCT A
BRI F I RIEEZ DB ) ), ST RO T MRS
ET RS SESEARE R TERS (metrics) H 25 —EMHE A TREAA Y
S T . HEE ISR ERRIE (Dijck & Poell, 2013) . e {b itk A
RABEAGE I H 255840, R EAFARSIR BT IR

PR T BT E 24N, WFFRm A7 OB SR 1 A N N A
{Ho B THLS R S PR L0 Fa L ME IR RIS B A bR, #hx2
FEM-T CHEEY L Biam N A A E i (B ITUEEEREEE, 2016:
1-1v) o WFTHiR “Ha%t” FEMRRRRE R FREER SN . B, 152018
TR HERASE BRIy AR HE)” |, mPvEEsIEE (R
) F 125 MR B EshE (a0 = PHEFEH) F TR T9.4%
( Cornia, Sehl, Levy & Nielsen, 2018) o Ffig5 “PE” B PN, B
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FSRAL AU I BT — 00 1365 (R, 2019) .

B G Has R FHEs LM, WA T W EAEET R
AR R R AT, I Z DM (search engine optimization, SEO) . #H2x{b ik
1t (social media optimization, SMO) | FBMEHEEE ARG SFHIT N A RIS UM S 80
TR T EOR . B M A T2 TR S BUARRHEE N A2 8, T
S M ST S T 2 R R A TR

(=) DI EIRERA

FERH IR, BB P Z RO Ao &, i B a sz 400
7Ji% (entanglement ) . DijckFlPoell (2013 ) 78 (Ffst &b ikZi ) — s
SRR BRI ARG (programmability )+ — T RSV EEAT &
RSN 51 T H P T Qs sl STk ae 715 55— 2 P il 51X 2o 4
WIS, e 615 BIRNEE 1. A7 — KA R, ERFTHEN
FUE AT RIS -G TR . fildn, s “Hul” iR/ s, —
JiT R OEELORATE ) “H8%E” . S—Ji, BATRRIR B P B A8
%,

TR PRI AR, AR ATUAE % Chakraborty ¥ (2017 ) X 5L “Hy
N OREFE . T PEHERF BRI N DV ek 22 A “B R HEsh & A 4
THEEAT, WIRE KA SRHA (B ik, REAN) RDRBHES) R 158
Bh RT

BEAN, B CERST RRE AR s R AR S I R KBk . — T,
BRI OB LR b R, EAEIRER “RH (iR,
2015/2016: 6) o YT, FRAMKISSOARS AT A I HESAF I E5E A —E 5
PRE . AR R] E—P il TR S SRS, SRR R R g
THRRIE VR, SR RIS S 7 R —TFMkt . B—J5TH, P asikRr
KL R GRS . — B, SRt . (k. A
b, ARSI T TR B D AT

(ST : SRR )
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