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Observation on Dead-Infant-Carrying Behavior of Rhesus Macaques
in Mt. Taihangshan Area, Jiyuan, China
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Abstract : From May 2 to May 28, 2012, by using focal animal sampling method, we recorded a case of dead-infant-car-

rying behavior of female Taihangshan macaque, Macaca mulatta tcheliensis, in Wulongkou Scenic Area, Jiyuan, Henan
province, China. The mother carried its dead infant for 26 days, and groomed, kissed the corpse during carrying; the fe-
male behaved timorously, and communicated seldom with other individuals than that under normal condition. This result was

the first report on dead-infant-carrying behavior in Macaca mulatta, and further research are required on this peculiar behav-

ior in the future.
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Fig.1 Female macaque (ZB) carried the dead infant Fig.2 Female macaque (ZB) kissed the dead infant

with her right hand



