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Wild gpricot ( Prunus armeniaca) ,a shrub-like small arbor ,is distributed widdy on sunny dopesof mountain-
ous areas of Beijing ,that survives well under dry conditions with poor il or in deforested hills. Few studies
had been done on the production and seed-rain ,much lesson the dfect of consunption and remova by small
rodentson dynamics of seed-bank. During July ,2002 and July to Sgptember ,2003 ,we estimated the produc-
tion and seed-rain of wild gpricot usng collecting basket. The sample sze was 16 and 20 ,in 2002 and 2003,
repectively. The differences between consumed seeds and removed seeds within excosure and ground
quadrat ,and the differences between exclosure and ground quadrat were compared. The results showed that
the seed production of wild goricot varied sgnificantly among years,and the peak of seeds faling occurred
from late July to early August ,among which the aborted seedsfdl prior to the intact ones. There was sgnifi-
cant difference between consumed and removed seeds both within exclosure and ground quadrat ,which sug-
gested that rodents tended to eat and trangort seedsfrom the same stes. The difference of consumed seeds
and removed seeds, regectively ,between excosure and ground gnadrat were not sgnificant ,which indicated
that rodents were the main factor afecting the fate of seedsin seedtbank of wild goricot in the course of seedt
rain ,and the impact from birds was negligible. The percentage of seeds consumed and removed by rodents was
low compared to the productivity.

Key words wild gpricot ,seed-rain production jpredation ,rodents.
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Fig.1 Dynamics of seed-fall in the collecting basket
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Fig.2 Dynamics of removed and eaten in situ seeds of wild apricot
within exclosure
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Fig.3 Dynamics of removed and eaten in situ seeds of wild apricot on O
ground quadrat 1 6 11 16 21 26 31 36 41 46 51 56 6l
) B 1l (d)
(Wilcoxon,Z = - 2.023, P =
0. 043) , , , 4 (2003 )
Fig.4 Accumulation of consumed in situ and removed seeds within
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Tab.2 Satistics of seeds of wild apricot with different fates within exclosure and ground guadrat
+ + +
20 0.00 5.21 0.75+1.71 0.00 95.06 6.76+21.40 0.00 100.00 92.50+22.57
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3
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